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MARYLAND"!NVENTORY OF 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E _ y e s _no 

1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic 3 0 8 W e s t S a r a t o g a S t r e e t 

and/or common J e a n C i t y 

2. Location 
street & number 3 0 8 W - S a r a t o g a S t r e e t not for publication 

B a l t i m o r e SEMEntn 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

Maryland Baltimore 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public x occupied agriculture museum 
x building(s) x private unoccupied ¥ commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process Z. yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
x not applicable n o military other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

Harry Shapiro 
name 

1101 St . Paul S t ree t 
street & number t e l e p h o n e n o . ; 

Baltimore 
city, town s t a t e and z i p code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deedsj^ jpt jmore C i t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number 1 0 0 N . C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 6 1 0 f o l i o 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state M D 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7- D e s c r i p t i o n survey NO. B-4393 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered 2£ original site 
good ruins altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed . 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Resource Count: 1 

This circa 1910 commercial building sits on the NW corner of 
W. Saratoga Street and the alley called State Street. It abuts a 
partywall structure to the west. The enframed window wall building 
is three stories high and one bay wide. The facade is laid in 
yellow pressed brick and the trim is painted tan. The street 
frontage is 14' and the depth is 55'. 

The first story has a three-sided boxed display window. The 
large plates of glass are joined by metal mutins. The entrance is 
to the west. The door is glazed. A roll down theft guard is 
suspended over the first story. 

An oriel window projects from the second story. The three-
sided bowed window has narrow, angled sidelights and the central 
section is composed of three plates of glass joined by vertical 
mutins with raised molding. The cornice follows the bowed 
projecting. A stone stringcourse runs above the second story. 

A tripartite window is centered in the third story. It 
consists of three 1/1 sash windows divided by pilasters. A 
projecting cornice doubles as a lintel. 

A second projecting cornice bisects the parapet wall. The 
profile is fillet, ogee, three fillets, back band and a dentil 
course below. The top of the parapet wall is a shallow molded trim 
cornice. 

The east wall faces the alley (State Street). It is seven 
bays long. The pressed-brick facade wraps around the corners of 
the alley, including the bow of the first- and second-story 
windows. The rest of the wall is laid in rougher red brick. The 
first story (moving south to north) has five windows and two doors. 
The second and third stories have five windows, one loading door, 
and one window. The first- and second-story window are 1-light, 
except for the seventh bay that has 1/1 sash. The third-story 
windows are 1/1 sash. Many of the windows are blocked up. There 
is a corbelled brick cornice. 

The interior of the store is finished with wallboard. 



8. Signif icance survey NO. B-4393 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
? S S S S archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law _ science 
3 S J " ™ ^ a g r i c u l t u r e economics literature sculpture 
I X J l ™ a r c h»ecture education military social/ 
i m r Z f M O x ~ 3 r t engineering _ _ music humanitarian 

— IBUO-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
X _ 1 9 0 0 - communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention o t h e r (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B x c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: __A __B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state X local 

support b ° t h a S U m i n a r y * * * * * * * * * o f significance and a general statement of history and 

The a r ch i t ec tu r a l design of t h i s t h r ee - s to ry , one-bay, 
commercial bui lding i s an example of a c i rca 1900 enframed window 
wall design. Archi tec tura l h i s to r i an Richard Longstreth wr i tes 
t ha t the enframed window wall design was "most commonly used for 
r e t a i l s to re s" and t h a t the design " r e f l ec t s an e f fo r t to give 
grea ter order to the facade composition of small and moderate-sized 
commercial bu i ld ings ." 1 The wall-consuming t r i p a r t i t e windows in 
the second s tory and the smaller sca le t r i p a r t i t e window in the 
t h i r d s tory ind ica te the commercial usage of the upper f l o o r s , as 
well as the f i r s t s to ry . The s ingle entrance ind ica tes t h a t the 
building was intended for one tenant , although i t i s poss ib le t h a t 
the i n t e r i o r s t a i r h a l l made provisions for con t ro l l ing access to 
separate f l oo r s . 

The yellow brick and colonial rev iva l cornices add a touch of 
contemporary s t y l e to t h i s commercial buiding. The primacy of 
Saratoga S t ree t i s c l ea r ly expressed on the facade, the a l l ey 
(ac tua l ly ca l led Sta te S t ree t but having no facades facing i t ) s ide 
of the buiding i s t r ea t ed with a t o t a l l y u t i l i t a r i a n design. 

The th ree - s to ry height , while t yp ica l for the per iod, 
represents the l a s t of i t s type. Within the next generat ion, new 
construct ion on the s t r e e t was much t a l l e r and more massive. 

1 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, pp. 69, 68. 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. B-4393 

Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Q u a d Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l i I I I i I i i I l . I i I . i I B l i I I I i I i . I I i I . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Cl U I I I I . . I I • I . I . . I Dl . I I I | I , | I I | I | I | , I 
E |_LJ I I i I i i I I i I i I i i I F |__i_J I I i I i i I I t I • I • i 
G L L J I I • I • • I I i I i I i • I H L U I I I I I I I I | I | I i , I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title Diane Shaw, A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization C H A P , R o o m 1 0 3 7 date D e c e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 9 1 

s t ree t * number 4 1 7 E . F a y e t t e S t r e e t telephone 3 0 1 - 3 9 6 - 4 8 6 6 

city or town B a l t i m o r e state * * " 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea ted by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p rope r ty r i g h t s . 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
D H C P / D H C P 

r e t u r n t o : M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 100 COMMUNITY PLACfc 

Shaw House CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 
21 State Circle 301-514-7600 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



B-4393 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 

Industrial/urban Dominance, 1870-1930 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Commercial 

Known Design Source: 
None 








